Filiations with the Metaphysical^
which began in 1921, culminated seven years later in the
publication of an anthology of verse representing each man's
choice from his own work. For all the differences among the
eleven people included, the collection has unity, due to the
markedly intellectual character of their poetry.
John Crowe Ransom may be singled out for consideration
here, because his work is fairly characteristic of the group and
obviously carries a metaphysical strain. It shows a lively wit
toughened by physical vitality, and, what others eminent in
the assemblage do not possess, a singularly nice ear. Ransom's
verse has a kinetic energy which quickens his finest abstrac-
tions. His debt to John Donne is plain, not least in the fact
that his poems should not be dismembered: it is only the lyric
entire and intact which can convey the poet's meaning. Again,
as with Donne, the thing presented is apt to be an idea trans-
figured by emotion, or an emotion intellectually apprehended.
Thus in The Equilibrists the idea is stated in the couplet:
Predicament indeed, which thus discovers
Honour among thieves, Honour between lovers.
The emotion kindles and inflames the whole. The same union
of thought and feeling is in the two sonnets: Yea, and Nay,
and in Winter Remembered, with its echo of Villon in the final
lines:
Two evils, monstrous either one apart,
Possessed me, and were long and loatli at going:
A cry of Absence, Absence, in the heart,
And in the wood the furious winter blowing.
Think not, when fire was bright upon my bricks,
And past the tight boards hardly a wind could enter,
I glowed like them, the simple burning sticks,
Far from my cause, my proper heat and centre.
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